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The fearsome Mameluke cavalry all gleaming gold and silver on their splended horses and  
bristling with pistols and sabres charge Napoleon's army, but they are no match for 

the army's musketeers who quickly defeat them. Triumphant, Napoleon is  
handed the keys to the city of Cairo the following day. 
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Besides his soldiers, Napoleon has also come to 
Egypt with printing presses, a library of books 
and 154 clever men, known as his walking 
encyclopaedia! He is determined to discover 
everything he can about this ancient kingdom and 
lead it into the modem world. His year in Egypt is 
one of the happiest of his life - a time when he 
rides on camels wearing a turban and eats with his 
fingers, reclining on silken cushions. 

But trouble is brewing: in the Bay of Abukir, close to 
Alexandria, Rear Admiral Nelson and his British 
ships sink the French fleet; France is at war with 
Europe again and Napoleon has to return home. 
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Zarafa is not the first giraffe to travel 
to Europe. In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar 

had taken one to Rome and the 
amazed Romans named it 

Camelopardalis because 
it had the neck and 

face of a camel 
and the spots of a 
leopard. More 

than a thousand 
years later, the 

Mameluke Sultan of 
Egypt sent a giraffe as a 

present to Florence where she 
was remembered for graciously 

eating out of the hands of Italian 
ladies at their second floor windows. But she is 

the first giraffe ever to travel to France. Zarafa' s 
ship arrives at Marseille on Monday October 
23rd, 1826 after twenty five days at sea. 
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0 
The local people have become 

excited and fearful because it is 
rumoured that a gigantic beast is 

lurking somewhere on the edges 
of their town; the Count decides 
that the antelopes and cows 
should parade through the town 
first, in broad daylight, to reassure 
them. Zarafa will be secretly led 
through the streets late at night 
whilst everyone is fast asleep. 

Once safely in the Count's stable, 
the people of Marseille clamour 

to see her. The Countess, 
proud of her exotic visitor, 
holds special giraffe parties 

and takes her guests to 
the stable to meet Zarafa 
and her companions. 

One lady, admiring Zarafa's elegance and gentleness, jumps back in fright when the giraffe bends her head (which 
reaches the stable ceiling) and leans out of the window towards her as fifty centimetres of blue-black tongue emerge, 
presumably to lick her with! But if Zarafa is friendly, she is also shy and will drink her milk only in private. 
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Chapter Four
King Charles X lives in a King Charles X lives in a 

palace at St Cloud on the 
opposite side of Paris from 

the zoo where Zarafa is 
resting after her marathon 

walk. The King is impatient to 
visit the zoo and see her for 

himself but it is decided that it himself but it is decided that it 
would be more fitting if Zafara were to 

visit the King.

Ten days later, Zarafa sets out once more 
with her entourage to parade through the 

streets of Paris. At St Cloud the King, the 
Dauphin, Madam la Dauphine and all the royal 

court come out into the palace gardens and 
Professor Geoffroy-Saint-Hilaire has the honour of 

presenting the King with the Pasha of Egypt’s gift.
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The King is delighted with 
Zarafa and asks to see her walk 
and trot; the royal gathering is 
astonished by her long legged 

gait and even more taken by her long 
eye lashes and gentle manner, 

particularly when nibbling the rose 
petals offered to her from the 

King's own hand. 

Zarafa returns to the zoo to live in 
style in a hexagonal building called 

la Rotonde, built in the shape of 
Napoleon's famous Legion of Honour 
medal, which you can still visit today. 
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While Hassan While Hassan returns to Egypt, Atir stays to look after 
her and they share a 

two-storey alcove – 
Zarafa down below 

with a stove to keep her 
warm, her head reaching 

up to the loft above where 
Atir sleeps.  He is very Atir sleeps.  He is very 

proud of his role as keeper 
and he likes to 

groom her in 
front of their 

crowds of 
visitors 
with a with a 
special 

comb on 
the end of 

a long 
pole.

That summer 100,000 people come to 
visit Zarafa, one-eighth of the entire population of 
Paris.  She is as famous as a foreign queen on a state 

visit and they all adore her; Egyptomania has 
become Zarafamania! 

Anything that can be Anything that can be 
made

in the form of a in the form of a 
giraffe or 

decorated 
in a giraffe 
pattern is 
the 
height of 
fashion - fashion - 
there is 

even talk of the 
new gas street 
lamps being made 
in giraffe form!
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